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SOCIAL ESSENTIALS FOR 2011   

BEACH CLEARANCE   Sat 12 March  
10.00am 

START OF THE SEASON SUPPER  
Sat 2 April  

The Beach House at 7.30pm  
Catch up with friends over supper before boats down 
day the next morning (£15pp).  Book early via 
anna.hardy2@btinternet.com as places are limited. 

BREAKFAST ON E HEAD  Sat 14 May  
From 9.00am (HW0902) 

FITTING OUT PARTY  Sat 28  May  
Memorial Hall at 6.30pm  

BEACH HOUSE PURSUIT RACE  
SUPPER   Sun 5 June  
The Beach House at 6.30pm   

Time to re-live the race over a simple....but delicious 
supper for £12 

HAYLING ISLAND SUPPER  
Sun 10 July  
HISC at 6.30pm  
As poor weather stopped our flotilla crossing the 
harbour again last year this is 3rd time lucky!  Every-
one welcome, lifts available on the Committee boats 
for the less keen or ótoo young to sailô members. 

TENNIS TOURNAMENT  
 Fri 5 August  
Open to all adults and children and 
played on some wonderful courts in 
and around the Strand.  Please con-
tact Fran Simpson or Catherine 
Wynne to enter. 

SUMMER PARTY & BBQ WITH  
A DIFFERENCE    Sat 6 August  

Stane Cottage at 6.00pm  

By very kind permission of Dickie and Shirley Drys-
dale, not just a BBQ this year but fun and games at 
an earlier start time for the familyðcoconut shies, 
boat painting, knot tying and more!  Places limited to 
200 so please book early. 

QUIZ NIGHT  Sat 10 September  
Memorial Hall  
This may be your last chance to try your skills 
against the master of the quiz, Ian Worley.  Bring 

your own picnic and support the Club bar. 

AGM, PRIZEGIVING & DRINKS  

Sat 29 October  

Memorial Hall  Starts at 6pm 

Further details prior to each event will be sent via 
email and posted on the Club Hut notice board.  If 
you would like to get involved in any of the events or 
have ideas please feel free to email me.  Looking 

forward to seeing you all thereðAnna Hardy  

anna/hardy2@btinternet.com 

Please bring your rakes & lots 
of enthusiasm to prepare the 
beach for the season. All ages 
welcome, hot drinks & tasty 
treats once the work is done! 

Treat yourself to the best possible 
start to the day.  BBQ provided, 
please bring your own protein, carbs 
& refreshments. 

Come to celebrate the official start to 
the season, entertainment for all ages 
to encourage younger members to 
join in. We hope new club clothing will 
be on show for early ordering. 

Hopefully this will be another celebration 
BBQ after WWSC takes on Bosham SC in 
the annual challenge.  This year Bosham will 
host the evening for all competitors and their 

partners. 

GOLF TOURNAMENT  Mon 22 August  

At Chichester Golf Club and organised once again 
by our 2010 Champion, Steve Marks. 

REGATTA WEEK (formerly Holiday 

Points)   1 - 5 August  

But with all the usual Social fun: 
Monday   - Croquet Tournament 
Tuesday  -  Coffee & Croissants  
                   with DYs over Race Rules talk. 
                   Scow Tea Party after racing. 
Thursday - Cycle to E Wittering for Fish & Chips 
Friday      - Prize giving at The Old House at Home 

óAny damn fool can navigate the world 
sober.  It takes a really good sailor to do 

it drunk.ô  Sir Francis Chichester 

JUNIOR WEEK DRINK OR SUPPER   

Fri 19 August  
Old House at Home at 6.30pm  
Everyone welcome to re-live magic moments of 
Junior Week. Basket supper and hopefully outdoor 
drinks in the garden. 

New! 

HARBOUR CHALLENGE  Sat 30 July  

 

WW - WEST DEAN BIKE RIDE 20 MILES  
Sun 29 May  
A beautiful route, mostly on cycle tracks, with picnic 
lunch at West Dean Gardens before returning.  Help to 
raise funds for the club, try a new sport and maybe 
meet some new faces. Open to everyone 8+ years old! 

Social Secretary  
Anna Hardy 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=3962910&id=538220884
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?op=1&view=global&subj=149272831756496&pid=6988025&id=790808355&oid=149272831756496
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  NEWS FROM THE COMMODORE 

                   Peter Woods  

2009 marked the opening of the 
WWSC club hut.  In 2010 the new 
safety boat, Chilli Pepper,came 
into service and then, on a glori-
ous summerôs day in August we  
celebrated the clubôs 60th anniver-
sary with a sailpast in Chichester 
Harbour. So whatôs new for 2011? 

Your Committee has been work-
ing hard over the winter preparing 
a full and varied programme. The 

good news for 2011 is that the timing of the high tides 
will allow more than the usual number of opportuni-
ties to sail during the summer months.  This only hap-
pens every few years so letôs hope the weather al-
lows us to take full advantage of this. 

The 2011 programme includes a full series of racing, 
regular cruising organised by David Swayne and, in 
particular, a special emphasis on providing training 
and sailing experience for junior members.  The aim 
is to encourage juniors to enjoy being on the water 
and learning to sail at the same time. In this regard, 
there will two training courses followed by Junior 
Week in August. 

There is high demand for adult helpers at junior 
events due to the number of juniors participating. 
Rear Commodore Sailing, Ivan Western, and his 
team will be looking for volunteers.  For safety rea-
sons, the Club has to maintain the correct ratio of 
helpers to children for all activities so do please vol-
unteer. 

Our new Social Secretary, Anna Hardy has put to-
gether a busy social programme and there will be 
plenty on offer for both juniors and adult members . 
Do support all the events, they are great fun and give 
you the opportunity to meet other members. 

There is continuing pressure on boat spaces.  Last 

year the car park was inundated with boats, par-
ticularly during Jnr Week.  Some boats were put on 
the chains or in the car park and hardly ever used.  
These boats take up valuable space so if you think 
you may only use your boat for the odd occasion in 
the summer holidays, we would ask that you bring 
your boat down only when you plan to use it. We 
will guarantee you a space in the car park. 

It has been traditional for many years for the Vice 
Commodore to become the next Commodore.  My 
term of office expires at the AGM in October.  Our 
Vice Commodore, John Gregory, would like to take 
over this role however his current work commit-
ment will make it very difficult for him to give the 
necessary time that this position demands.   War-
ren Tayler has very kindly offered to put his name 
forward as the next Commodore.  It is intended 
that John follow Warren in three years time.   War-
ren has a wealth of experience of the club having 
been on the Committee for many years. He is a 
very active sailor, a permanent resident in West 
Wittering and of course lives close to the club Hut. 

We are always keen to have new members on the 
Committee.  If you would like to join and take an 
active role in running the club please contact me or 
other members of the Committee.  It is very re-
warding to see members enjoying club activities 
and is not particularly demanding on your time or 
energy!  Several vacancies will arise at the next 
AGM as current committee members complete 
their terms of office. 

Feedback is essential for us to ensure that as far 
as possible we are meeting the demands of Club 
members.  I should, of course, be pleased to re-
ceive your comments good or bad.  My e-mail is 
the best form of contact peter@pr.woods.co.uk. 
Your Committee and I look forward greatly to see-

ing you during the coming season. 

In 1958 Britain challenged the Americans 
for the Americaôs Cup with a new 12 metre 
yacht named Sceptre.  She is still to be 
seen sailing in the Solent from Gosport but 
back then, 52 years ago, she represented 
state-of-the-art British sailing technology. 

The team sailing Sceptre was picked 
largely from the Royal Navy and the person 
selected to take charge of the land party was Com-
mander Derek Woods, a keen member of the 
WWSC.   Once the team arrived at Newport, Rhode 
Island, the boats had a series of practice sessions 
before the races began and one morning Derek was 
invited to take Sceptreôs helm.  Not surprisingly he 
jumped at the opportunity, but on one condition, that 
Sceptre should fly the WWSC club burgee from her 

masthead, which she did. 

Spectators at Newport spotted this unusual 
burgee as Sceptre sailed by and asked 
what it stood for.  They were told that 
WWSC was a club based on the S Coast 
of England, with no club house and a small 
but keen membership who had to be resi-

dents of West Wittering.  And so the word soon 
got about among the glitterati of the NY Yacht Club 
that WWSC was the most exclusive and desirable 
sailing club in England! 

Sadly, our burgee did not prevent Sceptre from 
being walloped in straight races by the American 
defender, but that didnôt matter.  More important, 
WWSCôs name had featured with great distinction, 
if briefly, in the highest circles of yacht racing. 

WWSC AND THE AMERICAôS CUP 
Richard Taylor  

 

Sceptre in 2009 

óIf a man is to be obsessed by 
something, I suppose a boat is as 

good as anything, perhaps a bit 

better than mostô.   E B White 

mailto:peter@pr.woods.co.uk



